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It was an incredible and poignant moment this year 
when the descendants of a young girl who had actually 
been incarcerated at Cranbrook, were able to be with 
us for our morning event. They spoke with such poise 
and dignity and we thank them for being there. We also 
thank our amazing staff who were able to trace them 
and offer the invitation to attend.  Each year we try to 
focus on particular themes and this year was definitely 
the year of Cranbrook.  This site, the plaque and family 
descendants – all made this gathering quite unique and 
deeply moving.  I don’t think there were too many dry 
eyes in the audience when the family members spoke of 
their ancestors.

We have been able to build strong partnerships with oth-
er stakeholders and that is always important.  We would 
like to acknowledge the support of MICAH  Projects 
who always produce a wonderful, healthy and 
abundant breakfast.  We would also thank Murri Watch, 
the National Stolen Generations Alliance and our 
Brisbane City Council.  We have been able to build
 networks across the three tiers of government and we 
were able to welcome representatives from the Council, 
state and federal levels.  We thank those members for 
coming along and showing such strong support for our 
community and our work. 

We also offer our most heartfelt condolences to 
Cr. Geraldine Knapp who was unable to attend as she 
was called away to be with a very ill family member. 
Cr. Knapp and her family are now observing deep sorry 
business and our Link-Up (Qld) family and 
community send our thoughts and prayers to the Knapp 
family.

In closing could I acknowledge my colleagues on the 
Board and thank them for their continued dedication 
and commitment to Link-Up (Qld). We also thank our 
wonderful staff who do such amazing work, week in and 
week out.  You are the engine room of our 
organisation and we salute your work and your
professionalism.

 Gidday there from the    
Boardroom, hope you are 
all well as we get our rugs 
and woollies out and make 
ready for the winter.  

Welcome to another edi-
tion of our Link-Up (Qld) 
news magazine as we 
bring you all up to 
date with our recent 
events and activities.  
Hopefully you will all be 

entertained and informed as you work your way through 
this edition. 

I would like to talk about the special things that we have 
done this year to observe our Sorry Time. May is always 
our peak time of the community year as we 
observe National Sorry Week and pause and reflect on 
the pain and tragedy of the Stolen Generations.  This is 
our core mission and each year we look to this time as 
the peak period on our cultural calendar.

Here in Brisbane we are very fortunate, as we have six 
memorial plaques around the city to commemorate the 
Stolen Generations and during Sorry Week there are 
special ceremonies held at each of the plaques.  Local 
community groups have taken responsibility for the 
maintenance of each of the plaques and the running of 
the annual events.

Link-Up (Qld) is responsible for the plaque site at West 
End and for a number of years now we have held a 
breakfast there during Sorry Week to honour the victims 
of those terrible policies of past governments and share 
the journey with our Elders, clients and community 
members.  These annual morning events on the river 
have become very important gatherings and Link-Up 
(Qld) has really developed these breakfasts into a 
premium showcase for our stolen generation 
community. 

The West End plaque has been established on the loca-
tion that once housed the infamous Cranbrook Home 
for Aboriginal Girls (Aboriginal Girls Home, West End).  
The Government purchased Cranbrook House in 1900, 
and used it as an Aboriginal Girls Home.  By 1904 the 
allotments were declared an Aboriginal Reserve.  
The girls were under the care of the Protector of 
Aborigines, often labouring under harsh conditions. 
 In 1906, after an inquiry,  the home was shut down due 
to complaints from the public and continued complaints 
from the girls over their inhumane treatment.

Chairperson - Sam Watson

Sam Watson
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Welcome to this edition of 
Link-Up (Qld) newsletter.  
We are pleased to share in 
this edition, our Sorry Day 
breakfast held at Orleigh 
Park commemorating the 
Stolen Generations, their 
survival and resilience.  

Congratulations to our 
Link-Up (Qld) Team who 
work tirelessly coordinating 
this event and the 

collaboration with other
organisations, particularly MICHAH Projects and 
Murri Watch for their generous support, and TFH Hire 
for supplying water bottles to us.

A great line up of Guest Speakers including our Chair-
man and MC - Sam Watson, Lionel Quartermaine – 
Chair of National Stolen Generations Alliance, Senator 
Claire Moore, Ms Terri Butler – Member for Brisbane, 
Councillor Helen Abrahams, Dr Libby Connors and 
especially Mr Terry Hamilton – a descendant of Hannah 
Hamilton – a former resident of the Aboriginal Girls 
Home at Cranbrook House. 

A fitting tribute to Mr Kumunara Randall, was read 
from the heart by Anthony Newcastle – a Tjingili man 
from the Northern Territory and whose Dad was also 
Stolen Generation and removed to Croker Island who 
was there at the same time as Kumanara. 

A reading by Margaret North – Link-Up (Qld) Social 
Emotional Wellbeing Counsellor and young woman 
Latia Schefe, an article from The Queensland (Brisbane 
Qld: 1866 – 1939) Saturday 10 February 1900 page 271 
– about the difficulties experienced in renting a house 
for an aboriginal home – landlords objecting to such 
tenants and householders to the proximity of coloured 
people.  The reference of course is to Cranbrook House, 
the site where each year Link-Up (Qld) hosts a Sorry 
Day breakfast and where a commemorative plaque now 
is a permanent fixture - to honour the victims of past 
government policies and to share the journey of survival 
and resilience with our Stolen Generations and commu-
nity.

I am pleased to have been part of the Link-Up (Qld) 
Team now for almost 12 months.  I am proud of the 
work that our Team does throughout the year in re-
specting and supporting our Stolen Generations on their 
journeys.
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Descendants of Hannah 
Hamilton: Terry Hamilton, 
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Keyte, with Denise’s 
children and grandchildren.

    Patricia Conlon

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort has been made to 
respect cultural traditions, Indigenous readers are 

advised that this publication may contain images of 
people who are deceased.
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Our Team has achieved 25 reunions throughout the 
year, the support and work with other Link-Up’s around 
the country to assist in reuniting families is amazing.   
We hold monthly Client Support Group meetings, which 
are well attended – a great time to catch up, engage in 
therapeutic activities supported by our staff.  We have 
worked collaboratively with many other organisations 
and agencies on healing camps and supporting survivors 
of child sexual abuse in institutions.  This important 
work of supporting survivors through the Royal Com-
mission continues.

Our finance and administration team continue to work 
hard to finalise our end of year work required for audit-
ing.  We have met our funding reporting and accounta-
bility deadlines throughout the year.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank our 
funding agencies and their staff for their invaluable sup-
port provided to us.  

Thank you to the Board of Directors for their direction, 
guidance and support.
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Sorry Day - Orleigh Park, Brisbane

Link-Up (Qld) Sorry Day at Orleigh Park, West End 
was a huge success.  With approximately 150 people 
attending we were blessed to have a warm sunny day.  
It was made extra special with the site being made 
permanent.

For the very first time we have identified 4 women 
who spent time at the Aboriginal Girls Home, Mary 
Combo, Mary Anne Thorpe, Clara Wheeler and 
Hannah Hamilton with our Research Team finding 
descendants of Hannah Hamilton.  It was an 
honour and a privilege to have the family speak on 
the program.  Anthony Newcastle delivered a moving 
tribute for Uncle Kumanara Randall, Margaret North 
and Latia Schefe read from the Aboriginal Protectors 
Report.  

The band Black Smoke sang original material and 
we were treated to songs from choirs Meeanjin and 
Songlines.  

The support of Micah Projects and Murri Watch and 
their staff was really appreciated.  Through their
efforts guests were treated to hot and cold breakfast 
and refreshments.

Link-Up (Qld) would like to thank TFH for providing 
water bottles with the Link-Up (Qld) logo’s on them.   

Link-Up (Qld) Chairperson and MC Sam Watson

Anthony Newcastle

Ms Terri Butler - Federal Member for Griffith

Dr Libby Connors - Historian and AuthorTerry Hamilton with his sister Patricia and niece Sharon
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Cr Helen Abraham - The Gabba Lionel Quartermaine - Chairperson, National Stolen Generation Alliance

Senator Claire Moore Link-Up (Qld)’s Margaret North and Latia Schefe Elder Ronald Conlon
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Terry Hamilton - Decendant of Hannah Hamilton

As part of Sorry Day commemorations 2015
Link-Up (Qld) invited me to the site of  Cranbrook 
Home at Orleigh Park, South Brisbane to honour the 
young Aboriginal women from all parts of Queens-
land who were brought under the Act by the Chief 
Protector’s Office and housed before being placed 
in to positions performing domestic work for the 
well-heeled. These young women’s skills were in high 
demand at that time and there was a high turnover of 
residents at the house.

Accompanied by my sisters Patricia and Denise, Den-
ise’s son Christopher and his daughter Bella; Denise’s 
daughter Sharon and her husband Dean and their 
children I was given the honour of saying a few words 
and together laying a wreath to commemorate the 
lives of those young women who were removed from 
their loved ones to provide domestic work for whites 
in Brisbane.

In spite of the efforts of the dedicated staff at Link-Up 
to trace any living descendants of these women, we 
(ie. the Hamilton family) were the only family, to this 
point of time, they have been able to locate. 

My paternal grand-mother, Hannah Hamilton was a 
resident of Cranbrook whence absconded 1902 at the 
age of 20 years, never to be traced or apprehended by
the Department again It is believed that she made for 
the Queensland/New South Wales border or maybe

Stradbroke Island where she no doubt knew people 
who were willing to harbour and assist her bid for 
freedom. Whatever the case, we know she gave birth 
to her first-born child Rachel in Newtown, Sydney in 
c.1906 and later my father, also in Newtown, in 1909.

I have only a limited knowledge of Hannah’s life, but 
I do know she was a strong, resilient and fiercely 
independent woman. Hannah bore six children viz. 
Rachel, Ernest Horace (my father), Langcess (Langy), 
who was at Tobruk in 1941, Hannah bore six chil-
dren viz. Rachel, Ernest Horace (my father), Langcess 
(Langy), who was at Tobruk in 1941, Clancy, Johnny 
and Trow (all of whom are now deceased) and raised 
them on her own. Her personal legacy is in the 
extended families of her sons and her daughter Rachel 
Parsons of the Tweed. 
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Hannah Hamilton with her Daughter and Grandchildren

Terry Hamilton - Hannah’s Grandson



The Parsons family 
would have a better 
knowledge of our 
grand-mother than I 
since she lived among 
them for the greater 
part of her later years.

The late writer 
Audrey Evans of 
Tweed Heads once 
informed me that 
Hannah was an 
accomplished 
mid-wife stating “a 
lot of those Tweed 
Valley Goories can 
owe their very

existence to the dedication and skills  of that old 
woman”.

This was later confirmed by my mother Marney (nee 
Barra) when I questioned her. My mother added that 
Granny would go out to answer the call for assistance 
at any hour of the day or night and go forth in any 
weather conditions and sometimes in great haste.

We also know that before arriving at Cranbrook 
Home, she and her siblings attended Myora School 
on Stradbroke Island for some time, but where she 
went after that is still a mystery.

 I last saw my   
 grand-mother in
 the Tweed Hospital 
 when my father and
 mother and younger
 brother Des visited
 her shortly before
 she passed away in 
 c.1971.  I now realise
 I wasted an
 opportunity to learn
 more of her while 
 she and my parents
 were alive and fear 
 that we may never 
 learn of many

         chapters of her life.

I wish to thank Donna Ives and the Link-Up (Qld) 
staff Ruth Loli, Rhyl Tonge and Lauren Scheiwe for 
their kind encouragement and persuading me to 
participate in recognising not only my grand-mother,  
but all who passed through the doors of Cranbrook 
Home.
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I also wish to acknowledge my manager at DATSIP’s 
Community & Personal Histories Unit, 
Ms Kathy Frankland for her time and information she 
provided.

Granddaughter Patricia Donald

Granddaughters Patricia Donald 
and Denise Keyte Terry Hamilton addresses the audience

 Patricia Donald layes the wreath

Descendants Terry, Patricia and Denise
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A letter from the Honourable Quentin Bryce AD CVO

During Reconciliation Week,  10 year old Caitlin Duncan from St Stephen’s School at Algester wrote the 
following poem about reconciliation that was published in the school newsletter.

The red dusty soil from the plain of  dread reaches out to you lands,
It comes in the shape of  white human beings. 

They steal your children, they take your lands, they shatter your 
religion.

Your home is made there and they kill any they can find and begin a
 merciless raid. 

But we come here today to say sorry for the
 children we stole, for the taking of  your lands,

 
for smashing your beliefs for taking your home and for killing your kind.

We are Sorry.

A Poem from Caitlin Duncan
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Sorry Day - Brisbane Lord Mayor
Ceremony
Around 80 people attended the Lord Mayors Sorry 
Day Ceremony in King George Square. The program 
got underway with Uncle Joe Kirk doing
Acknowledgement of Country.  

Students from the Murri School performed for the 
guests which was well received by our Elders.  The 
Official Guest Speaker was Donna Hensen, Royal 
Commission into Institutional Child Sexual Abuse, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service.  
Donna spoke of accountability and justice for the 
children who have suffered abuse.  

The Lord Mayor Graham Quirk, Link-Up (Qld) Board 
of Director Lynelle Mace and Robert West a Stolen 
Generations elder gathered for the Candle Lighting 
Ceremony.

This was the first time Marissa Given a first genera-
tion client who is searching for her birth family in the 
Northern Territory was in attendance.  Marissa was 
glad for the opportunity to be there, she mingled with 
the other guests who were friendly and taking time to 
talk to each other.  NITV were also there to do  
impromptu interviews on the day.

Guests at the Lord Mayor Sorry Day

Robert West, Brisbane Lord Mayor Graham Quirk and 
Link-Up (Qld) Director Lynelle Mace

Faye Carr, Link-Up (Qld) Staff and Marissa Given

Andrew Cummins and Tiger Singh Bob Anderson and Link-Up (Qld)
Multimedia Manager Donna Ives

Flo Watson Joe KirkMurri School performers



Sorry Day - Cairns
Link-Up Cairns regional office attended National 
Sorry Day Commemorations hosted by Wuchopperen 
Health Service. SEWB Counsellors and BTH Workers 
from Mulungu Aboriginal Health Service (Mareeba) 
and other local stakeholders attended with their
clients on this special occasion. 
Denise Hansell - Bringing Them Home Wellbeing 
Worker from Wuchopperen Health Service organised 
‘Welcome to Country’ by local Indigenous Dancers, 
Cultural Activities for attendees and guest speaker 
Lesley Franks to speak on behalf of her parents 
Uncle Les & Aunty May Franks.  Sharing a heartfelt 
story about her Fathers experiences as a resident of 
Kinchela Boys Home in NSW and what it meant to 
him overcoming many personal challenges and also as 
he returned back to the institution. 
Wayne Ah Wong (Caseworker) and Toni Murphy 
(SEWB Counsellor) presented an overview of LUQ 
Local & National Services and shared client’s personal 
testimonies from successful reunions conducted by 
various LUQ Team Members.  This provided an
opportunity to network, hand out Link-Up (Qld) 
promotional material and strengthen working 
partnerships to further support our clients in the Far 
North Queensland region.

•  Sorry Day Ceremony – Kalinga Park, Brisbane.
Hosted by:  Noonga Reconciliation Group
Link-Up (Qld) Representative:
Jody Jackson, Caseworker

 

• Sorry Day Event - Sherwood Forest Park 
Arboretum, Brisbane.
Hosted by Benarrawa Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
Solidarity Group & Benarrawa Community 
Development Association.
Link-Up (Qld) Representatives: 
Lauren Scheiwe, Researcher & Jesse Cobbo, Caseworker

• Brisbane Lord Mayor Sorry Day Ceremony, 
King George Square  
Link-Up (Qld) Representatives:   
Patricia Conlon, CEO
Karen Collins, Service Delivery Manager 
Margaret North, Counsellor
Donna Ives, Multimedia Manager

• Orleigh Park Sorry Day Event, Brisbane  
Hosted by Link-UP (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
Link-Up (Qld) staff 
 
• Teralba Park Dawn Ceremony 
Hosted by Teralba Park Commemorative Site Support 
Group
Link-Up (Qld) Representatives: 
Ruth Loli Research Manager & Rhyll Tonge Researcher

• Sorry Day Event –
 Break Water Park Wynnum Esplanade
Hosted by Winnam Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Corporation
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Sorry Day Events - May, 2015
Brisbane region:

Performers at Kalinga Park, Brisbane

Denise Hansell, Aunty May Franks, Lesley Franks & Karli Duffin

Sorry Day  guests 
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Mr Kumanara Randall Tribute 
Mr Kumanara Randall is “Tjilpi” (special Uncle) of 
the Yankunytjatjara Nation and is one of the 
recognised traditional keepers of Uluru.   He was born 
around in the Central Desert region of the Northern 
Territory.  Kumanara was taken away from his mother 
at about age 7 under government policies of the day, 
he was one of the thousands of Aboriginal children 
who came to be known as the Stolen Generation. 

Kumanara after being kept by force in government
institutions right up until he was 20 years old, and 
after many heart wrenching searches eventually found 
his roots and returned to his mother’s country, his 
Ngura – he lived his final years at Mutitjulu beside 
Uluru.

In the early 1970’s Kumanara gained recognition for 
his song writing.  His song, “Brown Skin Baby” led 
to the filming of a documentary that won the Bronze 
prize at the Cannes Film Festival and focused national 
and international attention on the issues of the Stolen 
Generations.

 In 2004, Kumanara was inducted into the NT
Indigenous Music Hall of Fame acknowledging 
classical songs written by him such as “Brown Skin 
Baby” and “Red Sun, Black Moon”.  He also authored 
four books including his autobiography – Songman 
and in 2006 collaborated with filmmaker Melanie 
Hogan on the documentary “Kanyini”. “Kanyini” was 
voted “best documentary” at the London Australia 
Film Festival 2007, winner of the “Inside Film 
Independent Spirit Award” and winner of the 
Discovery Channel “Best Documentary Award in 
2006”.  

In 1999 he was recognised as NAIDOC Indigenous 
Person of the Year for his lifelong work in Aboriginal 
rights and culture.

Some other highlights of Kumanara’s achievements  – 
Teacher and Leader for Aboriginal land rights, human 
rights, education, community development and cul-
tural awareness.  Kumanara established Croker Island 
Night and several organisations in Darwin
including the RPT Pony Club, Boxing club, Folk Club, 
the Aboriginal Development Foundation. He also 
helped establish Adelaide Community College for 
Aboriginal people, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Centres at the Australian National University, 
University of Canberra and University of 
Woollongong, and served as Director of the Northern 
Australia Legal Aid Service.

My brown skin baby they take him away
As a young preacher I used to ride 

A quiet pony round the country side
In a native camp I’ll never forget

A young black mother who’s cheeks all wet
My brown skin baby they take him away

Between her songs I heard her say
Police’s been taken my baby away

From white man, boss, the baby I have
Why he let him take baby away

My brown skin baby they take him away
To a children’s home a baby came

With new clothes on and a new name
Day and night he would always say

Oh mummy, mummy why they take me away
My brown skin baby they take him away

The child grew up and had to go
From a mission home that he loved so

To find his mother he tried in vain
Upon this earth they never met again

My brown skin baby they take him away.....

“Brown Skin Baby”

Kumanara continued to write and teach throughout 
the world, presenting Aboriginal cultural awareness 
programs based on Anangu (Aboriginal) “Kanyini” 
principles of caring for the environment and each 
other with unconditional love and responsibility.

This tribute is but a brief glimpse of Mr Kumunara 
Randall’s life and achievements and in recognition of a 
truly inspiring and quiet achiever.  

We pay respect to Mr Kumanara Randall’s family and 
thank them for their approval to publish this tribute.
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Link-Up (Victoria) advised Link-Up (Qld) regional 
office in Cairns of their ongoing search and they were 
able to do a home visit. Alan’s identity was confirmed 
and he said he was interested in becoming a client of 
Link-Up and attending the Glass Reunion in Victoria

During the Glass Reunion Alan met all his siblings:
Irene Glass from Bairnsdale, Gail Glass from 
Frankston, John Glass from Healesville, Colin Glass-
from Perth, Betty Cherry from Albury, Paul Glass 
from Perth and Libby Glass from Mildura.  

They visited their parents and relatives resting place 
in Drouin Cemetery, also the Lake Tyers area and 
spent time with each other.  This was the first time 
they had all come together at the same time and also 
the first time together on country. 

Nicky Moffatt a local Elder hosted the ‘Welcome to 
Country’, smoking ceremony and tour of Lake Tyers. 
He culturally mentored all siblings during their
journey on country as needed.

To further develop the relationship with Alan and his 
siblings Kooramyee Cooper the  Senior Caseworker/
Counsellor from Link-Up (Victoria) co-ordinated 
cultural activities that reinforced local knowledge, 
history, stories through yarning circles, provision of 
a family tree, and the visit to sacred sites and other 
places of significance to the Hood/Glass family.

The Glass Reunion was made possiblle by the great 
work from Link-Up (Victoria), Yorgum Aboriginal 
Corporation Perth, Albury Wodonga Aboriginal 
Health Service and Link-Up (Qld) Cairns Regional 
Office.Thank you also to all the community members 
and organisations that helped in this reunion.

Glass Reunion
Molly Hood grew up part of the Kurnai Nation from 
the Gippsland area. She went on to marry Percy Glass 
at Lake Tyres, they had eight children. Molly had done 
a kinship arrangement with a family member that 
could not have children and gave them one of her own 
Lionel.  But when this person died, Lionel was given 
up for adoption and all trace of him had disappeared.

In 2002 after many years of searching for Lionel, 
Molly Glass became a member of Link-Up (Victoria).  
The name Lionel was the only link that Molly had 
in her search for her son, however further research 
found that was not his birth name. Molly had been 
given the wrong name, this had made the search hard 
to start with. Lionel was actually Alan. 

Sadly during this time Molly fell ill and passed away 
on the 31st August 2011. Her daughter Irene Glass 
then joined Link-Up to continue her mother’s search 
for Alan and fulfil her mother’s request to reunite her 
children. 

In late 2013 the Glass family where told by Link-Up 
(Victoria) that they 
had located Alan with 
the help of Stephen 
Collins and Shirley 
Donovan. Both who 
were instrumental in
locating Alan. 
Shirley who had 
adopted him as a child, 
was able to supply 
an address for                                                        
Alan in Cairns. 

Percy and Molly Glass with children Irene and Gail

A young Alan Glass

Paul Glass, Anne Conway and Alan Glass



“The welcome back to country and smoking 
ceremony from the local elder at Lake Tyres was 
special to me, as well as meeting all my family. 

I liked it when Kooramyee gave me the shield that 
represented my people. Everything was good, they 
gave me a lot to think about”  Allan Glass.
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The Glass Family

Alan, John, Colin and Paul at their Mother’s Gravesite All the siblings at their Mother’s Gravesite

Lunchtime - Glass Reunion Alan at Lake Tyers 



On the day after Tim’s arrival in Australia, Tim 
travelled with Ruth and Margaret to Emerald where 
they met with Uncle Errol James.  Emotions were 
running high as father and son met each other at the 
airport after over fifty years of being separated.  They 
had lunch together in Emerald before travelling to 
Clermont to meet with the rest of Tim’s birth family. 

Errol James Reunion 

Tim Johnston’s healing journey began when he first 
stepped on Australian soil after arriving from New 
Zealand.  He was excited to be back in his ‘Mother-
land’ to meet with his birth father, Errol James.

Uncle Errol James is a long-time client of Link-Up 
(Qld) in his search to find and be reunited with his 
son.  This was also to be a profound experience for 
Uncle Errol as he eagerly awaited the reunion.

Ruth Loli (Research Manager) and Margaret North 
(SEWB Counsellor) met Tim at the Brisbane Inter-
national Airport to welcome him to Australia.  After 
lunch together, they took Tim to visit the Link-Up 
(Qld) office, where Uncle Errol’s research journey 
began five years ago. 

Uncle Errol’s search for his son was a long and com-
plex journey, but Uncle always persevered and never 
gave up hope.  Tim was removed by the Department 
in 1963 as a two year old child.
 
Tim was named Errol Arthur Richard James at birth, 
after his father.  Following his removal, Tim was 
placed with a foster family in Townsville who later 
took him to Melbourne, Victoria.  The foster family 
wished to adopt Tim and over the next eight years, 
Uncle Errol resisted great pressure from the 
Department, refusing to sign the adoption papers.  By 
1971, the Department recommended to dispense with 
Uncle’s consent because the adoption occurred in
Victoria, Uncle Errol was denied identifying 
information about his son under their adoption 
legislation (such as his son’s new name).

Without this, it was not possible for Link-Up (Qld) to 
find his son.  In 2012, Ruth Loli (Research Manager) 
and Ruthie Link (former SEWB Counsellor) assisted 
Uncle Errol to take his case to the Victoria County 
Court.  They were successful in the s.99 application 
and the judge granted Uncle his son’s adoption details 
including Tim’s full adopted name.

Ruth Loli conducted searches for Tim in Queensland 
and Victoria, later extending to other States and 
overseas to the United Kingdom and New Zealand.  
Tim was eventually located living in a regional area 
of New Zealand where he had migrated as a teenager 
with his adopted family.  Tim was delighted to hear 
from Link-Up.  He did not know much about his story 
and was eager to meet his birth father.  Arrangements 
were put in place.

16

Tim Johnston and his Father Errol James 

Tim Johnston, Link-Up (Qld)’s Ruth Loli and Errol James 

Errol and Tim 
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On reunion day, Uncle Errol showed everyone the 
cultural sites around Clermont.  The next day, Ruth 
and Margaret travelled back to Emerald to catch a 
flight back to Brisbane.  

Tim has decided to stay in Australia to bond with his 
birth family and connect to Country and culture.  

We wish them all the best.

Royal Commission Update
So far my work has been around raising awareness in the 
communities, identifying and building relationships with 
relevant stakeholders and providing information and 
support through the Royal Commission process.

 Since the last 
publication, I had an 
opportunity with Bethel 
Clay and Vicki Darr to 
visit Doomadgee, Burke-
town, Mornington Island 
and Normanton. As with 
all communities we have 
visited, we were well 
received and 
encouraged to engage 
with as many people as 
possible regarding 
Link-Up (Qld)’s role and my role with the Royal 
Commission.

Save the Children Centre hosted our presentation day in 
Doomadgee with all the staff and community members 
interested in what we had to say and most, if not all, took 
information kits home for discussion with their families. 
The community radio station afforded Vicki and I time 
to promote ourselves directly to the community, and 
community feedback was that most had tuned in.

On Mornington Island we visited the Save the Children 
Centre, the Wellbeing Centre and the Arts and Craft 
Centre. We also visited the Community Local Council 
who invited us to address the board. Our community 
engagement visit to Normanton was limited by sorry 
business but contact was made with a couple of
organisations that were interested in maintaining contact 
so that they could be aware of our future activities in 
their area. 
  
Back at home, I met with Kulmba Kiyingi from Brave-
Hearts who expressed interest in developing a closer 
working relationship with Link-Up (Qld) regarding 
counselling, client support and referral pathways.  

Tim with his sister Christine James

Tim, Christine and Errol

Errol James with Link-Up (Qld)’s Margaret North 

Specialist Support Counsellor Gordon Glenbar and Kulmba Kiyingi



Dr Cornel West is recognised as one of the most
dynamic intellectuals in America. He is the first 
African American to graduate from Princeton
University with a PhD in Philosophy.  Dr Cornel West 
toured Australia in June tackling the issue of race, 
gender, equality, asylum seeking, Indigenous Rights and 
the Rights of minority groups in our society.  At a time 
where racial tensions and issues of immigration are at 
an all-time high, it’s ever important there are people out 
there advocating for open dialogue and constructive 
debate to help pave the way for a better future.

“Racism is a form of psychic and physical terrorism, 
trauma and stigma and we must respond with cour-
age, compassion and vision for a better world,” says Dr 
West. “I see comparisons 
between my country and 
Australia in terms of race, 
gender, class and culture 
and I believe a revolution 
in our priorities, a reval-
uation of our values, a 
reinvigoration of our pub-
lic life and a fundamental 
transformation of our way 
of thinking and living is 
needed to get our coun-
tries back on track.

Throughout his visit to Australia, Dr Cornel West, made 
sure his first stop was to visit and acknowledge
Aboriginal activism in Australia.  He made a point of 
visiting the Brisbane Sovereign Embassy at Musgrave 
Park for a Welcome to Country Ceremony before the 
Brisbane engagement. Latter at his event he gave the 
stage up for Wayne Wharton and Bo Spearim to speak 
before he came on. Dr West has shown support for the 
www.sosblackaustralia campaign “Stop the Forced clo-
sure of Aboriginal Communities.

“We must stand united from around the globe.  To my 
brothers and sisters in Australia, we can make change.  
STOP the 
forced closure 
of Aboriginal 
Communities 
by the 
Australian
Government.”

On Friday 22nd May 2015 
Gordon Glenbar, 
Margaret North and 
Florence Ash attended 
The Ipswich Club in 
Ipswich for a presentation 
by Link-Up (Qld) and 
Community and Personal 
Histories.  Kambu 
Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Corporation for 
Health were responsible 
for putting on this event 
and Gayle Munn was the 
host for the day.  So far we have had feedback from Belle 
Sanewski, Student Relations Officer, St. Lucia Campus at 
The University of Queensland.  

The event was very informative with Kathy Frankland 
from Community and Personal Histories who has a vast 
knowledge of the history of Queensland and had 
everyone’s attention.  The Intake process of eligibility 
was explained to the guests if they wanted to become 
clients.
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  Staff at Link-Up (Qld)  
  would like to thank 
  Annette Rabbitt and 
  Michelle Bowles from  
  the Inala Indigenous  
  Health Service for 
  “jabbing”them with flu
  shots. 
  
 What’s the difference 
  between a cold and the 

  flu?

Generally, the flu is worse than the common cold,  
symptoms such as fever, body aches, extreme tiredness, 
and dry cough are more common and intense. Colds are 
usually milder than the flu. People with colds are more 
likely to have a runny or stuffy nose. Colds generally do 
not result in serious health problems, such as
 pneumonia, bacterial infections, or hospitalizations.

Link-Up (Qld) Staff Flu Shots

Margaret North PresentationDr Cornel West Visit

Dr Cornel West at Musgrave Park, Brisbane

Dr Cornel West 

Link-Up (Qld) SEWB Counsellor 
Margaret North 

Annette Rabbitt gives Rob a “jab” 

Guests of Kambu



Rob Frescon
Rob is a Kanolu man from 
Comet/Blackwater area in
Central Queensland.
Rob joined us in June as a 
Caseworker.  Rob is a keen 
sportsman, playing tennis, netball 
and softball.  He has represented 
Queensland for softball and has 
travelled widely with sport.  Rob 
comes with a varied background, 
having worked as a flight 

attendant which afforded him opportunities to travel 
domestically as well as internationally.   Rob also has 
experience across government agencies and particularly 
in the health sector. 

Rob said he is “excited to join the Link-Up (Qld) Team 
and to be working closely with our mob reconnecting 
them with their families and country”.

Celeste Williams
Celeste Williams commenced in June 2015.  Celeste 
grew up in Eidsvold and has spent most of her life there.  
Celeste is experienced in administration and quality 
management.  Great skills given we are currently 
working through accreditation.  

Celeste has a Certificate 3 in 
Business Administration and a 
Compliance Auditors Certificate.  
Celeste has worked in the mining 
industry in regional areas 
conducting internal audits.

More recently Celeste has been 
working part-time in the 
community and education sector.

We welcome Rob and Celeste and value their skills and 
experience as the part of Link-Up (Qld) Team.
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Link-Up (Qld) Staff Movement

Link-Up (Qld) Water

Link-Up (Qld) would like to thank TFH HIRE for 
their kind donation of a crate of water bottles 
delivered in time for our Sorry Day event.  Our 
Clients and Staff were very excited to see our Logo 
displayed proudly on the bottles.  

We would particularly like to thank Leesa Gill of 
TFH HIRE Services and our contact Robert Butler 
who kindly arranged for the water bottles to be
designed, labelled and delivered in time for our day.  

Client Support Group 
2015 Morning Teas

Held on the last Thursday of every month at 
the Link Up (Qld) Brisbane office 

from 10.00am.
Contact Link-Up (Qld) on 07 3034 8444 for 
more information. Next meeting will be on:

31st July
27th August

24th September

Want to make a Donation to 
Link-Up (Qld)?

If you are interested in supporting Link-Up (Qld), all 
donations are tax deductible and can be made to:-

A/c: Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
ABN:  36 073 956 496
Bank:  Westpac
BSB:  034 013
A/c No.: 277 709

Please send all cheques to  
PO Box 3229, South Brisbane Q 4101

Become a Link-Up (Qld) Member
The benefits of membership include the ability to utilise 

your own talents, skills and 
expertise as a volunteer, receive updates and 

bi-monthly newsletters, voting at general 
elections, being a part of the solution in terms of righting 
the wrongs and having your say in the way Link-Up (Qld) 

Aboriginal Corporation operates.
Go to http://www.link-upqld.org.au/ and 

download the Membership form.



Link-Up (QLD) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION OFFICES
BRISBANE:
5 Reid Street WOOLLOONGABBA Q 4102
PO Box 3229 SOUTH BRISBANE Q 4101
Email:  contact@link-upqld.org.au
Tel:  (07) 32034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3217 3458

MOUNT ISA:
1/81 Miles Street MOUNT ISA Q 4825
PO Box 296 MT ISA DC Q 4825 
Tel: (07) 4743 9371

CAIRNS:
18 Scott Street PARRAMATTA PARK, CAIRNS 4870
PO Box 298 BUNGALOW Q 4870
Tel:  (07) 4041 7403
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

TOWNSVILLE:
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817
PO Box 247 THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817 
Tel: (07) 4755 4958

FREECALL TO ALL OFFICES 1800 200 855 from landlines

Still Bringing Them Home

Link-Up (Qld) is funded by
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet,

Department of Social Services,
 Attorney-General’s Department | Ministry for the Arts,

Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services.

Make sure to like us on FaceBook: www.facebook.com/linkupqueensland
And visit our Website: www.link-upqld.org.au

Link-Up (Qld) 
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION ®

About Link-Up (Qld)
-Our Mission-

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
supports the healing journeys of 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
who have been separated from their families and 

cultures through forced removal, fostering, 
adoption and/or institutionalisation. 

We deliver professional, culturally sensitive
and confidential research, reunion 

and cultural wellbeing services.

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation Caseworkers
and Counsellors are experienced individuals

who can assist in reuniting
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander families.

We also provide a referral service to the 
appropriate organisation or
Government Department.

Quick Facts

 h  Link-Up is a FREE service   
      

 h  We offer support before, during and   
  after your family reunion   
 

 h  We respect your privacy and treat all  
  information confidentially   
   

 h  Link-Up (Qld) runs a range of healing          
  activities; camps, support groups, art,  
  craft and music workshops   
 

 h  We offer cultural renewal activities and         
  support return to country   
    


